THE CONTINUED DESCENT,                   igf

the larger portion of this * furo M measures a hundred and
fifty feet across, the narrowest is only sixty feet, and the raft
would there have met with a difficulty.

On the 13th of July, after having touched at the island
of Capuro, passed the mouth of the Jutahy, which, coming
from the east-south-east, brings in its black waters by a
mouth 500 feet wide, and admired the legions of monkeys,
sulphur-white in colour with cinnabar-red faces, who are
insatiable lovers of the nuts produced by the palrn-trees
from which the river derives its name, the travellers arrived
on the 18th of July before the little village of Fonteboa.

At this place the jangada halted for twelve hours, so as
to give a rest to the crew.

Fonteboa, like most of the mission villages of the
Amazon, has not escaped the capricious fate which, during
a lengthened period, moves them about from one place to
the other. Probably the hamlet has now finished with its
nomadic existence, and has definitely become stationary,
So much the better; for it is a charming place, with its
thirty houses covered with foliage, and its church dedicated
to Notre Damede Guadaloupe, the Black Virgin of Mexico.
Fonteboa has 1000 inhabitants, drawn from the Indians
on both banks, who rear numerous cattle in the fields ia
the neighbourhood. These occupations do not end here,
for they are intrepid hunters, or, if they prefer it. Intrepid
fishers for the manatee.